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Fueled by an independent spirit and a revolutionary approach to art, Krewella is a pioneering dance music duo that has forever impacted the pop realm via their boundary-pushing sound and forward-thinking art. Originally formed in 2007 in Chicago by sisters Jahan and Yasmine Yousaf, Krewella exploded onto the scene in the early 2010s via their electronic-powered sonic style, which tackles everything from headbanging EDM to emotional electronic pop and beyond. As one of the few independent, woman-fronted, Pakistani-American artists in dance music, Krewella today stands as one of the most successful electronic acts of this decade. 

Krewella first made impact in 2012 with their self-released debut EP Play Hard, which topped the iTunes US Dance Chart and featured their breakthrough single “Killin’ It,” both of which solidified them as a bona fide artist to watch and secured their spot as a festival-headlining act. They followed up with their breakout debut album Get Wet (Columbia, 2013), which features the platinum hit single “Alive,” the latter of which peaked at #32 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart and has amassed more than 125 million total plays collectively since its release. In 2016, Krewella released their Ammunition EP (Columbia), which debuted at #2 on Billboard’s Top Dance/Electronic Albums chart and peaked at #2 on the iTunes US Dance chart, in addition to garnering +20 million total plays.

Following years as part of the music industry big machine, Krewella amicably parted ways with Columbia, instead choosing to live out their dreams as liberated creative forces no longer tied down by genre restrictions or the politics of the major label system. In June 2017, Krewella initiated their next creative phase with the launch of their own Mixed Kids Records imprint, named after their multiracial background, as their new home where they’ll self-fund and self-release their art and music. The bold move paid off: Led by power single “Team,” Krewella’s New World Pt. 1 EP, the inaugural release on Mixed Kids Records and the group’s first major release as truly independent artists, charted across Billboard’s dance and electronic charts.

After years of international touring and chart-topping releases, Krewella took a break from life on the road and slowed down their relentless release schedule to refocus their time and energy on creative development, personal self-discovery, and artistic experimentation. The result is Krewella’s new sound: a refined take on dance music that encompasses diverse styles, cross-pollinates genres, and takes cues from their multi-cultural upbringing. Remaining loyal to their electronic-based foundation, Krewella’s reimagined sonic style pulls cues from a wide array of diverse sounds—trap, Bollywood-flavored pop, R&B-tinged electronic—while exploring deeper themes of mixed ethnic identity, liberated sexuality, and creative experimentation. 

Jahan and Yasmine, who grew up in a Muslim household, largely credit their multi-ethnic background—their father is Pakistani and their mother is American-European—for their eclectic tastes today. Their ethnic duality, often the root of their constant exploration of individuality, helped the sisters carve their own artistic lane via a unique sound that explores both halves of their identity and marries the seemingly opposing values and traditions of Eastern and Western societies. 

Through their personal take on art, Krewella have fostered a direct bond with their fans across the years, in turn building a global network comprising millions of followers lovingly known as the Krew. And much like their art, the universal ideals of cultural unity, love, acceptance, and gender harmony serve as the foundational pillars informing the Krew community they strive to build and uphold. Fans have since organically expanded the Krew movement into an international family, ultimately creating a Krew without borders. 

Recognized as part of Forbes’ annual coveted 30 Under 30 list in 2016 for their top-billing status in the international festival circuit, Krewella have performed at major global music festivals including Coachella, Lollapalooza, EDC Las Vegas, Ultra Music Festival, iHeartRadio Music Festival, Storm (China), and many others, in addition to their own headlining tours. Additionally, Krewella headlined consecutive residencies at leading Las Vegas clubbing destinations OMNIA and Hakkasan as well as The LIGHT, attracting fans from around the world.

As one of the main elements of the Krewella canon, the group’s onstage performances serve as the live extension of their music and art. Incorporating a multitude of audiovisual elements together with Jahan and Yasmine’s live vocals and powerful onstage energy, their versatile shows have expanded alongside their ever-evolving sound and visual aesthetic to encompass full-on live band performances, DJ sets and DJ-live hybrids throughout the years. Their adaptability as live performers and DJs allows Krewella the flexibility to crush sweaty dance floors in intimate venues and ignite sold-out festival crowds with equal aplomb.

The story of Krewella is one of ongoing evolution, rule-breaking art, navigating cultural identity, and exploring gender harmony, a journey they have traveled and documented throughout the years. After more than a decade at the forefront of the global electronic music community, Krewella enters the next chapter of their artistic journey with highly anticipated new music and bold projects on the horizon that will further explore their intricate songwriting and production styles, expand their independent spirit and deepen their worldly approach to art. 
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